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Dear Friends, 
 

Grace and peace to you!   Last month I encouraged the Church Council to form 
a call committee and begin the call process, anticipating at the time that I 
would be with you at least for the first six months of 2019.  I did not think at 
that time a congregation in Ames, Iowa was going to agree to a one-year 
interim with eight weeks of vacation, an agreement which I signed on 
December 30.   
Therefore, my last day in the office at Salem will be January 31 after which we 
hope to take two weeks vacation being available in case of an emergency, 
before concluding interim ministry at Salem February 15.    
I would have preferred this new interim to have occurred later in the year, 
however the recent four days we spent in Texas were a reminder that life is 
tentative and precious.  Candace’s father died when he was only 57, her 
mother when her mother was only 64, a younger sister died 10 years ago of a 
brain aneurism and earlier in March of 2018 her younger brother died suddenly 
of a heart attack.  This new interim will allow us to both spend one to two 
months a year in Texas and move to Des Moines, which we had long intended 
to do. 
Salem and Creston have appealing assets.  Salem has great people, worship, 
music, fellowship and location -- in 2018 an increase in attendance.  Creston 
has great schools, a junior college, a YMCA and a reasonable cost of living.  And 
unlike the population of most rural counties in Iowa, the population is stable 
and even slightly growing.   
I will be available this Sunday during our fellowship time to answer any 
questions concerning next steps.  I am hoping to make several suggestions to 
our Western Iowa Synod who might be available to serve in February and 
beyond. 
It has always been good to be with you and we 
will continue to give thanks for you in all our 
prayers! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Jeffery Alvestad,  
Presiding Pastor 

mailto:pastorbrian@salemluth.net
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The meeting was called to order by President Tim Kenyon.  The following council members were 

present:  Randy Cook, Chuck Eilers, Chuck Taylor, Phyllis Keuter, Carol Ott, Claudia Peppers, Gail 

Peterson,  Dennis Nardy. 

MSC by Chuck Taylor and Claudia Peppers to approve the November Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report indicates that all bills are paid and current.  The Finance Committee 

 reports expenses are at 93% for the yearly budget with 89% of the Giving/Income 

  received to date.  The committee anticipates that Salem will have funds to satisfy 

 all debts/expenses for the current year.   

M/S/C by Phyllis Keuter and Chuck Taylor to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 

M/S/C by Chuck Taylor and Chuck Eilers to authorize donations to the organ  

 fund to be deposited/held with the Endowmnent Fund to maximize interest 

until such time as additional payments are made. 

M/S/C by Claudia Peppers and Phyllis Keuter to approve replacement of the office     

 desktop computer at an approximate cost of $700-800. 

Council Reviewed Pastor’s Notes: 

 Pasto Jeff recommended that Salem begin working on the Call process. 

Old Business:   

Organ – Elaine Neely presented information regarding fund raising ideas in connection with the 

contract for restoration of our church organ.  Council confirmed that funding for the project 

is anticipated to come from all sources  within the church: Fundraising from members, 

Memorial Funds, Endowment Funds and potentially funds from the unused Internship Fund 

(if approved at the annual meeting). 

May Synod Assembly – still looking for possible attendees 

New Business: 

December Benevolence will be dedicated to the O’Reilly Center in order to assist those in our 

area that will be in need over the coming winter months. 

Angelina Herrera request for fellowship hall on May 19th for Mathew’s graduation party was 

approved. 

Council approved reimbursement to Pastor Jeff for the expense of securing the postcard 

Christmas mailing (with request for ½ to be paid by Endowment Fund with the balance to 

be paid from general funds). 

Council Members received copies of the book “From Surviving to Thriving”   

Committee Reports: 

Outreach Ministry: Gifts delivered to Matura 

Other Committees: No additional Reports 

The next meeting will be January 10th at 5:30 p.m. 

Gary Boschee will handle devotions unless other arrangements are made with the January Worship 

committee. 

 

Salem Church Council Minutes  
December 13, 2018 

Chuck Eilers  Gary Boschee  Dennis Nardy  Chuck Taylor  Gail Peterson 

Phyllis Keuter Sandi Sickels  Carol Ott  Claudia Peppers 

President:  Tim Kenyon Treasurer: Randy Cook 

V. President: Mike Linch Secretary: Sherri Nissen 
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Council Report:  December 13, 2018 
Jeffery Alvestad, Presiding Pastor 

Grace and peace to you! 
We are in Texas from December 10-14 in large part due to the generosity of Candace’s brother-in-law’s frequent 
flyer miles!    
Next month marks almost the beginning of the “4th quarter” of our one-year agreement.  Nearly three years ago, I 
mentioned to Bishop Prois we would like to move to Des Moines or central Iowa, but that we enjoyed serving in 
the Western Iowa Synod.  Salem happens to be the closest congregation to the Des Moines/Ames area in the 
Western Iowa Synod. 
When we were presented with the opportunity of serving Salem we originally intended to commute from Des 
Moines.  Pastor Tony Thurston at First Christian down the road from Salem makes the commute from Des Moines 
to Creston several times a week, but after a couple of test drives we deemed the distance too great, so we moved 
to a town half way between Creston in Des Moines.  To a certain extent, especially since Candace works in Des 
Moines, this has worked well, but at times we have both have felt we are not as much in either Creston or Des 
Moines as we would like. 
This is all to say that I think it would be wise for Salem to begin the call process.  We enjoy serving at Salem, but as 
we get older, longer term, we would like to live among family and friends in central Iowa – somewhere between 
Des Moines and Ames.  Salem is a great community to serve but there appears to be more vacancies opening up 
in central Iowa and the search for a regularly called pastor could take some time.   Salem is accustomed to calling 
a first call pastor but seminary enrollment has dropped precipitously in the last ten years and there are very few 
first call pastors not geographically restricted by such factor as their spouse’s employment. When the last class 
graduated, our Western Iowa Synod received only one “first call” pastor.  Should a Call Committee find the right 
pastor, interim agreements can be terminated by either party with a thirty day notice 
Salem and Creston have several appealing assets.  Salem has great worship, music, fellowship and location -- in 
2018 an increase in attendance.  Creston has great schools, a junior college, a YMCA and a reasonable cost of 
living.  And unlike the population of most rural counties in Iowa, the population is stable and even slightly 
growing.  I’d relish “selling” Salem to potential candidates! 
The book, “From Surviving to Thriving,” will be very helpful as Salem begins the call process.  I would encourage 
the council to take extensive notes of our discussion of each unit.  Such information will be very helpful to 
potential candidates. 
“Simplify Christmas!” begins our invitation to the Creston community to worship with us!  The invitation 
continues, “These days celebrating Christmas can be complicated --- decorating, shopping, office parties, family 
dinners --- Where is the true meaning of the season?  Your friends at Salem would like to remind you Christmas is 
about the birth of Jesus.  If your holiday lacks peace on earth, we invite you to come and experience the hope and 
joy found in the simple story of Christmas.” 
The message in the invitation is a reminder to all of us! --- to simplify Christmas!  We are hoping you will use the 
invitations in a more personal way, to invite someone without a church home to one of our Christmas Eve, 
Wednesday Advent, or regular Sunday morning services.  We Lutherans can be shy folk, but you would be 
surprised how appreciative people are to receive an invitation to worship --- especially during Advent, and 
especially at Christmas Eve.  It seems that a good number “come home” for Christmas and a good number go 
away” to spend Christmas with family members.  Whichever is the case with you, please invite someone to 
worship during the month of December! 
There is one error in the invitations --- the special Wednesday service for those who have experienced loss or 
grief during the year is on December 19th! 
Candace and I hope that everyone has a simple, magnificent and meaningful Christmas! 
It is good to be with you and we give thanks for you in all our prayers! 
 
Pastor Jeff 
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Lord, hold our troops in Your  

loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their 

families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us. We ask this in the name 

of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

Erica Rutledge, Mike Crigger,  

Str. Airman Travis Mathis,  

SRA Zacary Sedlmayr and  

Isaac Sedlmayr.   

1st Genesis 1-3 

2nd Genesis 4-7 

3rd Genesis 8-11 

4th Job 1-5 

5th Job 6-9 

6th Job 10-13 

7th Job 14-16 

8th Job 17-20 

9th Job 21-23 

10th Job 24-28 

11th Job 29-31 

 

12th Job 32-34 

13th Job 35-37 

14th Job 38-39 

15th Job 40-42 

16th Genesis 12-15 

17th Genesis 16-18 

18th Genesis 19-21 

19th Genesis 22-24 

20th Genesis 25-26 

21st Genesis 27-29 

22nd Genesis 30-31 

23rd Genesis 32-34 

24th Genesis 35-37 

25th Genesis 38-40 

26th Genesis 41-42 

27th Genesis 43-45 

28th Genesis 46-47 

29th Genesis 48-50 

30th Exodus 1-3 

31st Exodus 4-6  

We pray for those people who 
are hurting and going through 

some unimaginable 
circumstances. We pray for those 
who want their lives to be better 
and to be free from those things 
that may be holding them back. 
We may not know them, but God 

knows their situation. Amen. 
 

Austin Antisdel, Amy Edman 
Swanson, David Stokes, Linda 
Wyant, Clint Hight, Jean Paul, 
Ed Barwick (Marcia Fulton’s 

husband),  
Bev Butler, Bernadine 

Pendegraft, Dorothy Vanella,  
Justin Peppers, Kynna Powel, 

Calvin Young,  
Mike Cary, Larry Kimball, John 

McNaught, Tony McNaught,  
June Eshelman, Becky Keuter 

and Flossie Roberts. 



 

 

Pearl Rainwater, author of "Grandma's Voice," was raised by her 
grandmother, married more than 50 years, is a mother and 
grandmother, entrepreneur, Sunday school teacher, school bus 
driver and public speaker.  In her sequel to "Grandma Speaks" the 
author effectively comments on Bible verses and how they applied 
to her life.  Rainwater, in her easy to read style, shares her time-
tested wisdom with her readers in this collection of 40 devotions 
with titles like "Pink Candy Hearts," "The Good Old Days?" and 
"Kool-Aid and Raisins."  She shares her Christian insight from the 
true stories of her life that will make the reader notice God's hand in 
his creation and the power of his love in our lives. 
This book will be in the basket in the library along with others 
recently reviewed. Do you know of a book that would be a great 
addition to our library?  Please let me know.  Enjoy our little 
library!  
          

            ~Lynne 

Coming Soon - “Pipe Organ 101”  
 
Have you ever wondered how our Pipe Organ actually 
works?  Ever seen the pipes behind the altar or the scores of 
control stops and presets around the two keyboards? Soon you 
will have a chance to learn the secrets of our 60+ year old pipe 
organ, and understand the complexities of the restoration work 
that is being planned.  
 
In January and February, our organists will be presenting “Pipe 
Organ 101” - an informative workshop/recital that will acquaint 
you with this wonderful instrument. After viewing the actual pipes 
and hearing the different sounds they make, you may even decide 
to ‘sponsor’ a pipe of your choice, or make a donation to the 
restoration.  Please watch the Bulletin for dates and times.  



 

 

Debra Springer 01/25 

Warren Woods 01/25 

Jeremy Peterson 01/26 

Dick Johnston  01/27 

Marcia Fulton  01/15 

Nancy Groth  01/15 

Dorothy Vanella 01/17 

Josh Kendrick  01/18 

Hunter Sickels  01/18 

Helen Mosman 01/20 

Damian Richardson 01/21 

Cory Rathe  01/23 

David Qualseth 01/25 

Jesse Rathe  01/25 
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Bob & LouAnn Snodgrass 14th 

Miriam Circle 

Miriam Circle will meet at 7:00pm on Thursday,  

January 3rd, 2018 in the Fellowship Hall. 

Hostess: Sandi Sickels    

Bible Study Leader: Bev Butler 

Facilitator: Linda Huffman 

Dick Bergstrom 01/04 

Sue Bergstrom  01/05 

Ben Herzberg  01/05 

Ann Levine  01/07 

Brad Abildtrup 01/08 

Kyle Shaffer  01/08 

Jewel Baseley  01/10 

Lynne Schlaht  01/14 

 

 

January 

6th & 20th 

February 17th 

March 3rd 

March31st 

April 14th 

April 28th 

May 12th 
January 6th 

January 20th 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1 2 3 
7pm Miriam 
Circle 

4 5 

6 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship & 
Communion 
7pm Youth Group 

7 
 

8 
1:30 Quilting 

9 
11:30 Finance 

10 
5:30 Council 

11 12 

13 
9am Adult Sunday 
School 
10am Worship 
Buck Baptism 
7pm Youth Group 

14 15 
1:30 Quilting 

16 17 18 19 

20 
9am Sunday School 
10am Worship & 
Communion 
7pm Youth Group 
 

21 
 

22 
1:30 Quilting 

23 24 
 

25 26 

27 
9am Adult Sunday 
School 
10am Worship 
7pm Youth Group 

28 29 
1:30 Quilting 

30 31   
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