
Accompanist: Jodi Hitz 
We welcome you to this service of prayer and healing.  

All of the hymns for the service can be found in the red hymnal located 
beneath the pew in front of you. 

If you would like individual prayer, please list your prayer concern on the 
blue sheet attached & give it to the pastor when you receive communion.  

 

Welcome 
Greeting 
Hymn of Light It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 
       ELW 282 
Thanksgiving for Light    Page 310-311   
Reading   Psalm 27:1-5 
Prayer 
First Reading   Isaiah 9:2-7 
Hymn   O come, O come, Emmanuel  ELW 257 verse 1 
Second Reading  Isaiah 40:1-11 
Hymn  O come, O come, Emmanuel  ELW 257 verse 2 
Third Reading  Matthew 11:28-30 
Hymn:  O come, O come, Emmanuel  ELW 257 verse 5 
Fourth Reading  Luke 2:1-20 
Communion  Silent Night, Holy Night  ELW 281           

(sung as approaching for communion & prayer) 
Laying on of Hands 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Blessing 
Dismissal 

 

During the days surrounding the celebration of Christmas, not 

everyone feels like celebrating.  Grief, illness, depression, 

loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magnified. Even those 

who are not struggling with loss may feel the stress of 

preparations and expectations around Christmas. In the 

gathering darkness of December, we anticipate the coming 

again of the Light of the world. It may be the “hope” that 

marks Advent's waiting, which keeps us looking toward the 

coming of Christ. It may also be that the blue color of the 

Advent season’s decorations (which symbolizes hope) is the 

very remedy we need for what makes us feel “blue” at 

Christmas.  For this reason, the “Blue Christmas” service is a 

time for solace and healing, meditation and peace during the 

busy and stressful holiday season.  

 

May the Lord bless you this Christmas with peace and comfort, 

knowing that He holds you in the palm of His faithful hand. 

(John 10:28 

Isaiah 49:16) 

 

- Pastor Cal Oraw & your friends at Salem Lutheran Church  
602 W. Townline St. * Creston, IA 50801 

(641) 782-2920 

Church Website:  www.salemluth.net   

Secretary E-mail:  office@salemluth.net 
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