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WELCOME

OPENING HYMN			O God Of Light   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: We gather here in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P: God of goodness and lovingkindness,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
P: People of God, hear the good news: by God’s endless grace our sins are forgiven, and we are free—free from all that holds us back and free to live in the peaceable kingdom of God.  May we be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING:	Deuteronomy 18:15-20

SECOND READING: 	1 Corinthians 8:1-13

GOSPEL: 		Mark 1: 21-28
SERMON
HYMN			Thy Word Is A Lamp

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
response to prayers: Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PEACE

OFFERING
To continue supporting the church and its ministry while we are not meeting for worship, you are encouraged to give your offering by personal checks mailed to:
 Salem Lutheran Church, 602 W Townline, Creston, IA 50801 
Thank you for continuing your financial support. Your generosity is so important for continuing the congregation’s commitments and for sustaining Salem Lutheran ministry.

CLOSING PRAYER
Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. Grant that in this new year we may know your presence, see your love at work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever—the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

DISMISSAL

CLOSING HYMN 		When In Our Music…
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***The Annual Meeting has been set for February 21 at 11:00 a.m. with NO SERVICE prior and NO MEAL following. Social Distancing guidelines will be followed. There will also be a Zoom link provided for those who wish to attend the meeting online.  
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